
 

Signing Up For Making Tax Digital 
 

 
We've become aware that some of our customers are unclear as to when they are 
expected to sign up for Making Tax Digital (MTD) on HMRC's website.  Press coverage 
and marketing has placed the emphasis heavily on the 1st April 2019 deadline but it’s not 
commonly known that you only have to register with HMRC once the deadline has 
passed for your last “normal” VAT return. 
 

1. Consequences of Signing Up Too Early 

 
The timing of the signup to Making Tax Digital is critical – it is the point of no return and once a 
business or organisation has signed up to Making Tax Digital there is no going back.  A 
business should not be signed up to MTD for VAT until all its non-MTD for VAT returns have 
been filed. Once a business has been signed up to MTD for VAT it will not be possible to file 
any VAT returns through the government gateway online VAT return. 
 
The ICAEW recommends allowing at least 24 hours after submitting the last non-MTD VAT 
return before signing up to MTD (more if payment is made by direct debit). 
 

2. When to Sign Up to MTD 

 
A business or organisation signing up for the June 2019 VAT return (the first quarterly VAT 
return affected) should only register from 8th May if it has no direct debit set up with HMRC, or 
from 15th May if payment is made by direct debit.  Equally, those organisations and businesses 
which have VAT quarters ending in July 2019 and August 2019 should only register for MTD 
from 10th/17th June and 8th/15th July respectively, dependent on payment method. 
 
Quarter end 
dates 
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31 March 
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31 March 2019 7 May 2019 15 May 2019 8 May 2019 7 August 2019 

30 April 
31 July 
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31 January 
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31 May 
31 August 
30 November 

31 May 2019 5 July 2019 15 July 2019 8 July 2019 7 October 2019 

 



 

For those of our customers for whom the mandatory use of Making Tax Digital has been 
postponed until 1st October 2019 (e.g. those in VAT groups), sign-up should not happen until 
the beginning of November 2019.  Customers affected by the 6 month postponement will have 
received written confirmation from HMRC. 
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2019 
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7 February 2020 
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31 May 
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2020 
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On signing up, HMRC will send immediate acknowledgement and will follow this up with an 
email (usually within 24 hours, but it can take up to 72 hours) confirming that the business can 
now use their MTD software to file a VAT return. Do not attempt to file the first MTD for VAT 
return until the confirmation email has been received. 
 
OmniLedger strongly recommends that professional advice is sought to confirm at which point 
you must sign up to MTD. 
 

3. What Happens Next? 

 
OmniLedger is looking to start the roll out of the VAT return elements of the Making Tax Digital 
software in May in preparation for its use for those of our customers who will submit a return in 
July.  We would recommend that the signup for MTD is coincided with this.  Those customers 
affected will be contacted over the coming weeks. 
 
On installation of the software, users will be required to authorise the software.  This process 
will be done through Pyramid and instructions will be circulated to relevant customers nearer the 
time. 
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